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It was the general opinion of the British people, my
lords, if the general opinion may he collected from the cla-
mours and expectations which every man has had oppor-
tunities of observing-, that in declaring war upon Spain, we
only engaged to chastise the insolence of a nation of help-
less savages, who might, indeed, rob and murder a defence-
less trader, but who could only hold up their hands and cry
out for mercy, or sculk in secret creeks and unfrequented "
coasts, when ships of war should be fitted out against them.
They imagined that the fortifications of the Spanish cita-
dels would be abandoned at the first sound of cannon, and
that their armies would turn their backs at the sight of the
standard of Britain.

It was not remembered, my lords, that the greatest part
of our trade was carried on in sight of the Spanish coasts,
and that our merchants must be consequently exposed to
incessant molestation from light vessels, which our ships of
war could not pursue over rocks and shallows. It was not
sufficiently considered, that a trading nation must always
make war with a nation that has fewer merchants, under
the disadvantage of being more exposed to the rapacity of
private adventurers. How much we had to fear on this
account was shown us by the late war with France, in
which the privateers of a few petty ports, injured the com-
merce of this nation, more than their mighty n-avies and
celebrated admirals.

My lords, it would very little become this august assem-
bly, this assembly HO renowned for wisdom, and for justice,
to confound want of prudence with want of success; since
on many occasions the wisest measures may be defeated by
accidents which could not be foreseen; since they may
sometimes be discovered by deserters, or spies, and some-
times eluded by an enemy equally skilful with ourselves in
the acionco of war*

That any of these apologies are necessary to the admi-
nistration, I am far from intending to insinuate, for I know
not that we have failed of success in any of our designs, ex-
cept the attack of Carthagena, of which the miscarriage can-
not, at least, bo imputed to the ministry; nor is it evident